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Lot  #  423 


Congressional  Gold  Medal  winner  George  F.  Robinson's  1 864  Civil  War 

diary  and  his  own  testimonial  document  recounting  the  day  he  saved 

Secretary  of  State  Seward's  life  on  the  day  of  the  Lincoln  assass 
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George  Foster  Robinson  (1832-1907)  A  32-year-old  Union  sergeant,  Robinson  was 
recovering  from  battlefield  wounds  when  he  was  temporarily  assigned  as  an  attendant 
to  Seward.  The  secretary  was  bedridden  because  of  injuries  received  when  a  carriage 
overturned  10  days  before.  Lewis  Payne,  a  Booth  co-conspirator,  burst  into  Seward's 
home  about  10  p.m.  Robinson  struggled  with  Payne  before  being  struck  in  the  head 
with  the  handle  of  his  large  knife.  Stunned  and  bleeding,  Robinson  rose  up  and 
jumped  on  the  assassin  who  was  stabbing  Seward.  After  a  struggle,  in  which  Robinson 
was  also  severely  injured,  Payne  escaped.  Robinson  and  Seward's  daughter  then 
managed  to  stem  the  flow  of  blood  from  the  secretary's  wounds.  This  lot  includes 
Robinson's  lengthy  12-page  testimonial  document  detailing  his  heroic  efforts  to  save 
the  life  of  Secretary  of  State  William  H.  Seward  on  the  day  of  the  Lincoln 
assassination... a  deed  for  which  he  was  awarded  the  Congressional  Gold  Medal.  It  is 
possibly  the  most  detailed  document  extant  of  this  historical  event.  Also  included  is  his 
WIA  1864  Civil  War  diary  while  he  served  with  Company  B  of  the  8th  Maine.  The  typed 
Document  is  signed  in  ink  by  Robinson  and  contains  some  of  his  pencil  corrections.  It 
is  titled  An  Account  of  the  Attempted  Assassination  of  Secy.  Seward,  Apr.  14,  1865. 
with  some  fantastic  content,  it  reads  in  part:  ...On  the  20th  of  May,  I  was  wounded  in 
the  right  leg,  below  the  knee,  by  what  proved  to  be  a  poisoned  shot,  which,  though 
slight  as  a  simple  shot  wound,  nearly  proved  fatal,  and  did  not  heal  entirely  for  more 
than  a  year  and  a  half.. .On  the  morning  of  April  11th,  1865,  I  was  surprised  by 
receiving  an  order  to  report  at  the  residence  of  the  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  Secy,  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  for  duty  as  one  of  the  two  night  nurses  until  further  orders. 
Mr.  Seward  had  been  thrown  from  his  carriage  a  few  days  before  by  the  horses  taking 
fright  and  running  away,  and  had  his  right  arm  fractured,  also  the  lower  jaw  on  the 
right  side. ..the  Army  Surgeon,  who  had  charge  of  the  case,  did  not  have  confidence  in 
any  Civilian  nurse. ..One  of  them  had  indulged  in  too  much  wine. ..and  a  request  for  A 
Man  Who  Did  Not  Drink  caused  me  to  be  detailed  in  his  stead. ..On  the  night  of  the 
assassination,  it  was  my  turn  on  duty  from  2  AM  until  8  AM,  but  while  at  dinner,  Mrs. 
Seward  expressed  a  wish  for  me  to  take  the  first  watch,  from  8  PM  to  2  AM. ..Some 
where  near  10  o'clock,  we  heard  some  one  coming  up  the  stairs,  stepping  very 
heavy... The  person  which  proved  later  to  be  Payne,  had  rung  the  bell,  and  represented 
himself  as  a  messenger  from  Dr.  Verdi... The  porter  informed  him  that  he  could  not  see 
Mr.  Seward  or  give  him  the  medicine. ..Payne  had  gradually  worked  inside  the 
door.. .Mr.  Frederick  [Seward]  met  him  in  the  upper  hall,  near  the  Secretarys  door, 
where  quite  a  conversation  was  held. ...we  heard  the  sound  of  blows,  and  subdued  but 
excited  voices  in  the  hall... I  ran  at  once  to  the  door  to  see  what  was  the 
matter... supposing  it  was  some  drunken  man... When  I  opened  the  door,  Payne  stood 
close  to  it  and  about  to  open  it.  Behind  him  I  saw  Mr.  Frederick,  with  blood  running 
from  several  wounds  on  his  head,  and  at  the  same  instant  saw  the  flash  of  a  knife  as 
Payne  struck  at  my  breast. .he  hit  me  in  the  forehead,  instead  of  the  breast  as 
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intended. ..The  blow  prostrated  me  momentarily,  and  he  rushed  past  me  and  Miss 
Seward  (who  was  standing  near  where  I  had  fallen)  sprang  upon  the  bed,  and 
commenced  stabbing  vigorously  but  wildly  at  Mr.  Sewards  neck. ...It  being  a  very  low 
bed,  in  order  to  reach  him,  Payne  was  obliged  to  kneel,  on  the  near  side  of  the  bed, 
and  placing  his  left  hand,  in  which  he  held  a  revolver,  on  Mr.  Sewards  breast  to 
support  himself,  began  stabbing  at  his  neck  as  before  stated.  Mr.  Seward,  who  had 
been  sleeping  in  a  half-sitting  position,  threw  back  his  head  with  an  exclamation  of 
surprise  and  alarm  at  the  sudden  awakening.  I  sprang  to  my  feet  and  the  first  thought 
was  a  chair,  to  strike  the  assassin  with,  as  he  bent  over  on  his  hands  and  knees  on  the 
bed. ..I  was  left  with  my  bare  hands. ..As  I  stepped  on  the  bed,  Payne  cut  Mr.  Seward 
for  the  first  time,  cutting  down  through  his  right  cheek.. .and  the  side  of  his  neck,  just 
missing  the  jugular  vein,  and  with  his  arm  raised  for  another  low,  which  I  saw  would 
reach  Mr.  Seward  before  mine  could  him.  My  only  chance  was  to  destroy  the  stroke, 
by  catching  his  arm  from  behind  as  I  stood  over  him.  This  I  did,  and  he  succeeded  in 
only  slightly  cutting  the  neck  on  the  side  next  to  him. ..As  I  was  dragging  him  off  from 
Mr.  Seward  and  the  bed,  he  struck  over  his  shoulder  at  me,  cutting  my  right  shoulder 
to  the  bone  in  two  places,  only  missing  the  large  artery,  by  less  than  half  an  inch,... 
[Payne]  cut  or  wounded  five  persons,  but  none  of  them  fatally,  although  more  or  less 
seriously.  After  wounding  Hansell,  he  continued  his  flight  to  the  street,  where  he 
mounted  his  horse  and  fled.  In  mounting  he  drew  another  pistol  from  his  boot,  and  in 
gathering  up  his  reins  dropped  the  knife,  which  was  eventually  presented  to  me  by  the 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Edwin  M.  Stanton.  On  being  satisfied  that  Payne 
had  left  the  house,  I  turned  my  attention  as  well  as  I  could  to  the  Secretary... [who] 
had  fallen  to  the  floor,  where  I  found  him  in  a  faint  from  loss  of  blood.. .on  Miss 
Fannies  inquiry  if  her  father  was  dead,  I  told  her  he  was  not,  as  his  heart  continued  to 
beat...Genl  Barnes  was  one  of  the  first  to  arrive.  Entering  the  room,  he  came  to  the 
foot  of  the  bed  in  a  sort  of  hesitating,  dazed  manner,  and  inquired  if  the  Secy  was 
much  hurt.  I  replied  I  though  he  was,  but  he  could  tell  better.  Then  coming  round  to 
me,  (as  I  thought  to  examine  the  Secy)  he  took  hold  of  me,  and  indicated  by  a 
movement  of  the  head  to  rise  up  from  the  kneeling  position  I  was  in;  then  cautioning 
me  not  to  talk  aloud,  whispered  to  me  that  the  President  had  been  shot  at  Fords 
Theater.  I  replied  in  the  same  manner  Wheres  Stanton,  Johnson  and  the  rest  of  the 
Cabinet  Officers?  He  replied  My  God!  what  do  you  mean?  and  my  answer  was  It  looks 
like  a  plot  to  clean  out  the  entire  Government  if  possible. ...In  1871,  March  1st, 
Congress  voted  me  a  Medal  and  $6,000  cash,  in  consideration  of  the  part  taken  by  me 
in  the  affair.  The  Medal  is  one  of  the  largest  ever  awarded,  being  about  three  inches  in 
diameter,  and  contains  $225  gold.... On  one  side  is  a  likeness  of  myself  in  the  center, 
and  surrounding  it  the  following  legend:  To  George  F.  Robinson,  Awarded  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  March  1st,  1871;  For  his  Heroic  Conduct  on  the  14th  of 
April  1865,  in  Saving  the  Life  of  the  Honorable  William  H.  Seward,  then  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States.  On  the  other  side  is  a  representation  of  a  scene  in  the 
struggle  between  Payne  and  myself  in  Mr.  Sewards  room...  This  document  contains  a 
great  deal  of  additional  detailed  content.  VG.  The  diary  is  pocket  size,  with  pencil 
entries  and  ID'd  in  ink  on  the  inside  leaf  George  F.  Robinson  Island  Falls  Aroostook 
County,  Maine,  and  in  pencil  G.F.  Robinson  Co.  B,  8th  Maine,  with  some  entries 
reading  ...[1/4/64] went  to  brickyard  point  on  hog  Island  for  brick  to  build  an  oven. 
Was  fired  on  by  negro  pickets  of  first  SC  Regt...[l/29]  15  of  Cap.  Bezonta  [?]  Co.  - 
Colored  deserted  in  a  squad  with  their  guns  &  equipment. ..[1/30]  saw  Reb  patrol... 
[2/1]  went  over  to  the  negro  village. ..[3/15]  exchanged  rifles  with  him.  Got  a  bronzed 
one... [3/28]  Tobias  Lord  shot  7  PM  while  coming  from  Beaufort  in  a  boat  with 
Capt...by  a  56  NY  pickett  on  Ladies  Island. ..[4/13]  orders  came  at  2  this  morning  to 
pack  up  &  report  at  Beaufort  as  soon  as  possible. ..went  on  board. ..to  go  north. ..[4/14] 
one  of  the  NH  boys  fell  from  the  mast-head  and  was  killed  last  night. ..[5/6]  started  for 
Petersburg  expected  to  go  directly  in  to  action  but  marched  and  counter  marched  all 
day  without  seeing  a  reb... [5/7]  A  heavy  skirmish  on  the  railroad  between  Petersburg 
&  Richmond  Va,  5  miles  from  the  former.  Our  forces  victorious.  We  were  drawn  up  & 
expecting  to  go  in  but  did  not. ..[5/9]  Moved  on  Petersburg  at  daylight.  Tore  up  a  long 
piece  of  the  Petersburg  and  Richmond  railroad.  Began  the  attack  at  noon.  Drove  the 
Rebs  at  all  points  with  small  loss  to  us  and  heavy  to  them. ..[5/10]  the  rebs  came 
down  from  Richmond  and  attacked  our  flank  but  got  badly  flogged.  We  lost  but  few  in 
killed  and  wounded.  Our  brigade  returned  to  headquarters. ..[5/15]  marched  up  the 
turnpike  to  within  9  miles  of  Richmond  then  off  through  the  river  to  and  opposite  the 
rebel  right.  Went  to  within  short  rifle  range  of  their  works. ..[5/16]  the  rebs  charged 
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our  right  of  our  brigade  with  20, 000... after  a  desperate  fight  of  5  hours  we  had  to  fall 
back  about  a  mile.  Our  loss  87  in  all. ..[5/18]  were  not  disturbed  on  our  post  till  8  in 
the  morning  when  we  were  drove  back  on  the  reserve  then  we  drove  the  rebs.  We 
were  in  the  fight  till  1  1/2  PM  when  we  were  relieved. ..[5/20]  Company  of  our 
regiment  were  detailed  for  reserve.  The  picket  fell  back  on  us... we  charged  &  lost  24 
out  of  49  men  in  our  company. ..but  we  drove  the  rebs.  I  was  wounded. ..[5/21]  All  the 
wounded  brought  to  rock  point  on  the  Appomattox  river  &  put  on  boats  to  go  to  the 
different  hospitals...  Much  more  on  his  recovery  with  entries  until  the  first  week  of 
December.  VG.  Two  fantastic  and  historic  items  pertaining  to  the  most  important 
events  of  this  American  heroes  life. 
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The  man  who  history  forgot 
By  JOE  BLACKSTOCK  COLUMNIST 

There  aren't  any  monuments  or  statues  honoring  George  Foster  Robinson, 

and  you'll  rarely  find  him  in  even  the  most  detailed  history  book.  But  on 

one  dark  day  in  the  nation's  history,  he  became  an  American  hero. 

Robinson,  who  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  Pomona,  was  thrust  into  the 

limelight  on  the  night  of  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  139  years 

ago  tonight. 

Robinson  wasn't  at  Ford's  Theater  on  the  night  of  April  14, 1865,  when 

John  Wilkes  Booth  shot  Lincoln.  Only  a  few  blocks  away,  he  fought  off 

another  assassin  trying  to  kill  Secretary  of  State  William  H.  Seward  as  part 

of  a  conspiracy  to  bring  the  government  to  its  knees. 

A  32-year-old  Union  sergeant,  Robinson  was  recovering  from  battlefield 

wounds  when  he  was  temporarily  assigned  as  an  attendant  to  Seward.  The 

secretary  was  bedridden  because  of  injuries  received  when  a  carriage 

overturned  10  days  before. 

Lewis  Payne,  a  Booth  co-conspirator,  burst  into  Seward's  home  about  10 

p.m.  Robinson  struggled  with  Payne  before  being  struck  in  the  head  with 

the  handle  of  his  large  knife.  Stunned  and  bleeding,  Robinson  rose  up  and 

jumped  on  the  assassin  who  was  stabbing  Seward.  After  a  struggle,  in  which 

Robinson  was  cut  in  the  back,  Payne  escaped.  Roninson  and  Seward's 

daughter  then  managed  to  stem  the  flow  of  blood  from  the  secretary's 

wounds. 

Payne,  who  was  captured  shortly  after  the  attack,  was  part  of  a  conspiracy 

in  the  days  after  the  end  of  the  Civil  War  to  kill  not  only  Lincoln  and 

Seward  but  also  Vice  President  Andrew  Johnson  and  General  Ulysses  S. 

Grant.  Attacks  on  the  latter  two  did  not  go  forward. 

Payne  ~  who  was  also  known  as  Lewis  Powell  —  was  a  native  Alabaman 

who  fought  for  the  Confederacy.  He  was  captured  at  Gettysburg,  later 

escaped  and  was  recruited  into  the  circle  of  Southerners  planning  the 

assault  on  Washington  leaders. 

Payne  and  other  accused  conspirators  were  tried  -  Robinson  testified  at  the 

trial  -  and  on  July  7  were  hanged.  Both  Seward  and  Robinson  recovered 

from  the  wounds  inflicted  in  the  attack. 
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For  those  few  moments  on  April  14,  the  spotlight  was  turned  on  the 
previously  undistinguished  Robinson.  Born  in  tiny  Hartford,  Maine,  he  had 

been  educated  at  two  colleges  before  returning  to  work  in  his  father's 

farming  and  lumber  interests  near  Island  Falls  in  northern  Maine.  Midway 

through  the  Civil  War,  Robinson  enlisted  in  Company  B  of  the  8th  Maine 

Volunteer  Infantry.  On  May  20,  1864,  he  was  wounded  in  the  knee  at  the 

Battle  of  Petersburg  near  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  spent  much  of  the  next 

year  in  Washington-area  hospitals  before  being  assigned  as  Seward's  aide. 

His  heroics  did  not  go  unrewarded.  He  became  a  clerk  in  the  War 

Department,  until  the  Maine  Legislature  petitioned  Congress  asking  that 

their  favorite  son  be  honored  in  a  more  appropriate  way.  In  1871,  Robinson 

was  awarded  the  Congressional  Gold  Medal,  the  same  national  award  given 

notables  from  Thomas  Edison  to  Rosa  Parks  to  Tony  Blair.  In  addition  to 

awarding  him  the  specially  crafted  $2,000  gold  medal,  the  House  of 
Representatives  voted  Robinson  $5,000  in  cash,  "commemorative  of  (his) 

heroic  conduct." 

As  a  bonus,  he  was  promoted  to  Major  and  given  a  position  as  Paymaster  of 

the  Army.  It  was  while  serving  in  that  capacity  that  Robinson  first  visited 

Southern  California.  In  1892,  he  bought  20  acres  of  orange  trees  on  the  east 

side  of  today's  Towne  Avenue  in  Pomona,  a  ranch  his  son  Edmund 

operated. 

In  1896,  Robinson  retired  from  the  military  and  moved  with  his  wife 
Aurora  to  a  Pomona  house  at  245  East  Pasadena  Street.  The  old  soldier  died 

at  home  of  pneumonia  at  age  75  on  August  16, 1907.  He  is  buried  at 
Arlington  National  Cemetery  near  Washington,  D.C.,  next  to  Aurora,  who 

died  in  January  1922. 

In  1965,  on  the  centennial  of  the  attacks  on  Lincoln  and  Seward,  Congress 

named  Mount  Sergeant  Robinson,  a  10,415-foot  peak  about  90  miles 

northeast  of  Anchorage,  Alaska.  The  selection  of  a  mountain  in  that  state 

was  in  part  because  Seward,  two  years  after  Robinson  saved  his  life, 

brokered  the  purchase  of  Alaska  from  Russia. 

Also  in  1965,  the  Maine  Civil  War  Centennial  Commission  renamed  May 
Mountain  near  Island  Falls  as  Robinson  Mountain. 

But  despite  these  honors  long  ago,  Robinson  remains  almost  anonymous  as 

neither  his  birthplace  in  Maine  nor  his  last  hometown  of  Pomona  having 

any  marker  or  remembrance  of  his  heroic  actions. 

Even  the  Internet  has  contributed  toward  obscuring  his  memory.  The  clerk 

of  the  House  of  Representatives  lists  on  a  Web  site  a  short  biography  of 

those  who  have  received  the  Congressional  Gold  Medal.  In  this  Web  site, 
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Robinson  is  listed  as  having  been  born  in  Ohio  in  1844  and  dying  there  in 

1917.  The  Web  site  has  somehow  mixed  him  up  with  a  George  Foreman 

Robinson,  a  distinguished  lawyer,  Union  soldier  and  mayor  of  Ravenna, 

Ohio,  according  to  the  Ravenna  Library.  That  Robinson,  though  twice  a 

Civil  War  prisoner  of  war  himself,  never  received  the  prestigious  gold 

medal. 

For  George  Foster  Robinson  —  a  national  hero  with  a  gold  medal  and  his 
name  on  two  mountains  ~  fame  has  been  very  much  fleeting.  Note:  Great 
assistance  in  the  research  of  this  column  came  from  the  tireless  efforts  of 

Tim  Cooper  of  the  Buckfield  Historical  Society  in  Maine.  Historian 

Lorraine  Parsons  of  Canton,  Maine;  Lisa  Friedman  of  the  Daily  Bulletin's 

Washington  bureau,  Bruce  Guter  of  the  Pomona  Public  Library,  and  the 

reference  desks  of  the  Upland  and  San  Francisco  public  libraries  were  also 

invaluable  in  this  work. 

Joe  Blackstock  writes  on  Inland  Valley  history.  He  can  be  reached  by  e-mail 
at  j_blackstock@dailybulletin.com  or  by  calling  (909)  483-9382. 

r~ 

On  the  hallway's  other  wall  is  a  history  of  United  States  Mints  and  an 

exhibition  featuring  the  nearly  300  people  who  have  been  awarded 

Congressional  gold  medals  (most  of  which  were  minted  in  Philadelphia). 

The  first  gold  medal  was  awarded  to  George  Washington.  All  Presidents 

and  many  military  heroes  have  received  gold  medals,  which  show  a  likeness 

of  the  recipient.  Gold  medals  have  also  been  awarded  to  a  diverse  list  of 

Great  Americans,  including  Jesse  Owens,  John  Wayne,  Bob  Hope,  Marian 

Anderson,  Walt  Disney,  Jonas  Salk,  Lady  Bird  Johnson,  Joe  Louis,  Elie 

Wiesel,  Matthew  Perry,  Robert  Frost,  and  Harry  Chapin. 

There  is  also  one  for  George  Foster  Robinson,  whose  story  deserves  to  be 

told.  He  was  a  wounded  Civil  War  soldier  assigned  to  protect  Lincoln's 

Secretary  of  State  William  Seward  (the  man  who  negotiated  the  purchase  of 

Alaska)  in  1865.  On  the  fateful  night  Lincoln  was  assassinated,  Seward  was 

also  targeted  for  assassination.  Lewis  Powell 

broke  into  the  Secretary's  quarters  and  rushed  in  on  the  sleeping  Seward. 

Robinson  interceded  and  though  stabbed  numerous  times,  managed  to 

thwart  the  assailant  and  save  Seward's  life. 


Wednesday,  1  March  1871 

Joint  Resolution  for  the  Relief  of  George  F.  Robinson,  Eighth  Regiment 

Maine  Volunteers. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  pay  to  George  F.  Robinson,  late  a 
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Private  in  the  Eighth  Regiment  of  Maine  Volunteers,  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  not 

otherwise  appropriated. 


SEC.  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  presented  to  the  said 

George  F.  Robinson  a  gold  medal,  with  appropriate  devices  and 
inscriptions,  commemorative  of  the  heroic  conduct  of  the  said  Robinson,  on 
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the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-five,  in  saving  the 

life  of  the  honorable  William  H.  Seward,  then  Secretary  of  State  of  the 

United  States;  the  expense  of  said  medal  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 

treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.  16  Stat.  704 

i 

Medals  are  often  larger  in  diameter  and  weight  than  most  coins.  The  medal 
honoring  George  F.  Robinson,  the  hero  of  the  night  of  April  14, 1865,  who 

stopped  a  co-conspirator  of  John  Wilkes  Booth's  from  killing  Seward, 
measures  77  millimeters  in  diameter.  That  is  more  than  twice  the  diameter 

of  a  Morgan  dollar. 


ROBINSON,  GEORGE  F 

LT  COL  USA 

DATE  OF  DEATH:  08/15/1907 

BURIED  AT:  SECTION  EAST  SITE  4733 
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